
AP Government
Government continues the three-year Social Science sequence in Grade 12.  Students have the 
option of selecting from two course levels – College Preparatory (CP) and Advanced Placement 
(AP) -- for each of the required courses leading to graduation.   

Advanced Placement Government is designed to prepare the student to take the AP test 
administered in May of each year.  Some colleges and universities grant five semester credits to 
students who pass the exam; other institutions use this score for placement in honors or other 
advanced programs. 

Careful consideration should be given to course selection. Take in to account your interests, 
other courses and the time required for these courses and extra-curricular activities.  
Furthermore, since the course content for the CP Government course differs significantly from 
AP Government, once the decision has been made to attempt an AP course, it may not be feasible 
to transfer out of the course later in the semester. 

Advanced Placement Government 

Advanced Placement American Government is a one-semester college level course offered to 
students who wish to be academically challenged and take the AP exam in the spring. It is a 
survey/seminar course that provides an introduction and analyses into the operation of 
American national government with an emphasis on the following areas:  

Summary: 
·       The constitutional foundations of the American government;  
·       Federalism & separation of powers 
·       Civil liberties & civil rights 
·       Political beliefs and behaviors;  
·       Political parties and interest groups;  
·       Institutions and policy processes of the national government;  
·       Role of the Media 
·       Evaluate viewpoints presented through major print and electronic media,  
·       Understand statistical data and analyze trends related to significant political events 

Textbook:  

·         American Government, 7th ed., Houghton Mifflin 1998, Wilson & Dilulio. 

·         American Government: Readings and Cases, 15th ed., Pearson Longman 2004, Woll. 

Homework:   

• Homework assignments for AP Government average 2 hours per class period 
(depending on Reading Level) 

·         Reading averages 50-75 pages each week 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/courses/descriptions/1,3061,151-151-0-8879,00.html?course=all&posted=1
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/courses/descriptions/1,3061,151-151-0-8879,00.html?course=all&posted=1


·         Approximately one chapter will be covered per week  
·         Approximately 2-4 primary source documents and/ or scholarly essays will be 

assigned as reading  
·         Students are expected to read the newspaper and relevant periodicals to stay abreast 

with current events and topics.   



  

Exams and Quizzes: 

• Approximately 4-6 quizzes and 2-4 exams will be administered during the semester 
consisting of a multiple-choice and essay format. 

Sample multiple-choice and essay question: 
Multiple-choice: 
All of the following are valid explanations for waste in government EXCEPT 
a.  Wasteful habits of agencies are seldom caught because agencies have little supervision by 

Congress or the executive office. 

b.  Government agencies have red tape, such as advertising for bids and allowing public 
inspection of records, that private companies do not have. 

c.  Public bureaucrats do not get a personal financial reward for saving the government money. 

d.  Agency budgets are not benefited by money saving techniques; the money goes back into the 
Treasury. 

e.  Congressional and executive agencies often duplicate work, due to the nature of separation of 
powers. 

Essay: 

In designing the federal system that was intended to replace the confederal structure established 
during and after the Revolutionary War, the Framers of the Constitution embraced the concept of 
separation of powers as one of their guides to the construction of a practical government.   

Given the above, discuss and analyze the fundamental principles of political thought that are 
elemental to the American doctrine of separation of powers.  In your analysis, determine whether 
or not these principles are compatible with democratic ideals.  Use specific examples in your 
response. 
  
Projects: 

• Approximately 1-3 projects may be assigned during the semester and consist of 
·         Current Event File 
·         Position Paper & Presentation 
·         Mock Congress 
·         Election Campaign 
·         Debate  

• Projects may necessitate extra time and add an additional 1-2 hours study time to an 
assignment.  

  



Students in this course are expected to: 
• Attend class and participate daily 
• Make-up assignments on their own when absent 
• Ask questions and self-advocate when confused 
• Analyze and think critically 



  
Student profile.  It is our desire to see you and your parents make the most informed decision 
regarding their selection courses in the Social Science Department.  Please review the following 
comparisons and ask yourself, “Which column best describes me/my student now?” 

Advanced Placement Government 
• Has strong interest/passion for curricular area--history, sociology, politics, etc. 
• Primary interests lie in curricular-related careers—business, law, academia, literature, 

government 
• Reading, comprehension and writing proficiency above grade level 
• Able to make complex chronological and spatial connections.  Conduct historical 

research, interpretation and analysis without assistance.   
• Enjoys the challenge of complex, critical thinking problems.   
• Possesses the ability to formulate complex and critical inquiry based on reading of 

various sources. 
• Reads a wide variety of material for pleasure and enjoys discussing current events, 

history and literature. 
• Well developed communication skills 
• Students must be prepared to complete Required Summer Assignment prior to first day 

of school. 
  

*To succeed in AP classes, students should consider additional factors.  Many students are driven 
to attempt advanced courses for the wrong reasons, e.g., “My friends are in the class,” or “I must 
have this class to get into college, “ or “I need to boost my GPA, “ etc.  They suffer undue stress 
and have difficulty managing their homework and activities.  Because of the difference in 
courses, students may not be able to change their schedule after the drop period and may stay in 
the AP class and earn a low grade.  Please review these recommendations and be prepared to 
make a commitment for an academic year.  
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